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Vilia miretur vulgus; mihi flavus Apollo 
Pocula Castalia plena ministret aqua. 
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EARL OP SOUTHAMPTON, ANI) BABON 
OF TICHFIELD. 



f 



Bight Honoubable, 



^^^ Enow not how I shall Offend in Dedicating mj 
^ unpolished lines to your Lordship, nor how the 
41^' World will Censure me for choosing so Strong a 
prop to support so weak a burden : only, if your Hon- 
our seem but pleased, I account myself highly praised, 
and Yow to take advantage of all idle hours, till I have 
honoured you with some graver labour. But if the first 
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heir of my Invention prove Deformed, I shall be sorry 
it had 80 Noble a God -Father, and never after ear so 
barren a land, for fear it yield me still so bad a Har- 
vest. I leave it to your Honourable Survey, and your 
Honour to your Heart's Content; which I wish may 
always answer your own wish and the World's Hopeful 
expectation. 

Your Honour's in all Duty, 



WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE. 



tf^m^^ 
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SOME BIBLIOGRAPHY TO 
VENVS & ADONIS. 





Ctueen Victoria. 

VENVS AND ADONIS — London, Imprinted by Rich- 
ard Field, and are to be sold at the Signe of the 
White Greyhound in Paoles Church-yard. 1593. 
4to. A 2 leaves; B — H 2 in fours. [Bodleian^ 
( Malone ). '' Mr. Malone grumbled at having to 
give Ford, of Manchester, £ 25 for the copy."] 

[1593] — xviij*" Aprilis. Richard Field. Entered for 
his copie under thandes of the Archbishop of Cant and 
Mr. Warden Stirrup, — a book in[ti]tuled Venus and 
Adonis vid. 
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[ Mr. W. Carew Hazlitt gives the foregoing as the 
form in which this wonderful little book was first 
registered at Stationers' Hall. ] 

VENVS AND ADONIS — London, Imprinted by Rich- 
ard Field, and are to be sold at the Signe of the 
White Greyhound in Paules Church-yard. 1594. 
4to. A 2 leaves; B — H 2 in fours, H 2 blank. 
[ British Museum ( Grenville copy ), Bodleian, and 
S. Huth. *' The first was Jolly's, and was picked 
up by him in Lancashire, for a mere trifle; it is 
very poor, but Mr. Grenville bought it at his sale 
in 1844, for £ 116. Mr. Huth's copy belonged to 
George Daniel.'* ] 

[ The transfer of the copyright from Field to Harrison » 
took place in June, 1594, and stands recorded thus in 
the Stationers* Books: ^' 25 Junij, 1594. Mr. Harrison, 
Sen. Assigned over unto him from Richard Field, in open 
Court holden this day, a book called VENVS and 
AD ONIS V j d . " 



^ 



VENVS AND ADONIS — Imprinted at London by R. 
F. for lohn Harison. 1596. 12 mo. " 27 leaves, 
but there should be 28, as E 4 was probably a 
blank." [ British Museum and Bodleian^ ( Malone). 
*' The former sold at Baron BoUand's sale for £ 91, 
was bought at his sale by Mr. Bright, after whose 
death it was purchased ( 1845 ) by Mr. Daniel for 
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£ 91. lOs. In 1864, at Mr. Daniel's sale, the na- 
tion acquired it at a cost of £ 336. " ] 

VENVS AND ADONIS — London, Printed by I. H. for 
lohn Harison. 1600. Small 8yo. 27 leaves. [Bod- 
leian^ ( Malone ).] 

VENVS AND ADONIS Imprinted at London for 

William Leake, dwelling at the Signe of the Holy 
Ghost in Paules Church -yard. 1602. 16 mo. 27 
leaves. [British Museum, Bodleian, and Shirbum 
Castle. «' Dr. Chauncy, 1790, Ss. — resold Steev- 
ens, 1800, £ 1. lis. 6d. — resold Bindley, 1819, 
£ 42., bought by Mr. Strettell, whose representa- 
tives parted with it for £ 40 to Mr. Daniel, by 
whom it was sold to the British Museum." ] 

VENUS AND ADONIS — London. Printed for W. B. 
Small 8vo. 27 leaves. 1617, [Bodleian, {MsAone).] 

VENUS AND ADONIS — London. Printed by I. P. 
1620. Small 8vo. 27 leaves. [ Bodleian and Capell 
Collection, Trinity College, Cambridge. ] 

VENUS AND ADONIS— Edinbvrgh. printed by John 
Wreittoim, and are to bee sold in his shop a litle 
beneath the Salt Trone. 1627. Small 8vo. [ Brit- 
ish Museum — ( the Chalmers and Bright copy ). 
•* Sotheby's in 1864, uncut, £ 115. The Museum 
copy was bought at Geo. Chalmers* sale 1842, by 
Mr. Bright, for £ 37. 10 s., and at Mr. Bright 's 
sale in 1843, was sold to the nation for £ 35. A 
third copy has not yet occurred publicly. " ] 
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VENUS AND ADONIS — by William Shakespeare. 
London. Printed in the year 1630. Small 8yo. 
[ Bodleian, ( no title ). ] 

VENUS AND ADONIS — London. Printed by I. H. 
and are to be sold by Francis Coules in the Old 
Baily without Newgate. 1636. 12 mo. ** 27 leaves 
( but G 4 should be a blank, making a total of 
28 ).'• [ British Museum. ] 




, ROM the first to the last Edition thus 
^^i^Jm ^^^ fe^ recorded, I have boldly purloined , 
^ ^fl pj ( " Convey the wise it call " ), all the 
information from that Book of Dainty, 
which the many researches of Mr. W. 
Carew Hazlitt enabled him to publish, 
in the year 1867 — under the enticing 
title of a *' Hand -Book to the Popular, Poetical, and 
Dramatic Literature of Great Britain, from the Inven- 
tion of Printing to the Restoration." We are informed 
that in the Capell Collection is preserved the supposed 
unique copy of The Passionate Pilgrim of 1599, 12 
mo. Of this copy, Mr. Hazlitt remarks, ** It is bound 
up with the Venus and Adonis of 1620, and the vol- 
ume as it stands cost the old proprietor three halfpence, 
notwithstanding the fact, as that gentleman very proper- 
ly points out, that a comer was oflF one leaf ! " Mr. 
Hazlitt also prints the curious Advertisement which the 
famous bookseller, Lintott, placed before his edition of 
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Shakespeare's Poems, about 1710. Thus it begins, — 

•« Adyertisembnt. The remains of Mr. Wm. 
Shakespeare, called the Passionate Pilgrime, and Son- 
nets to Sundry Notes of Musick, ( at the end of this 
collection), came to my hands in a little 8titch*d Book, 
printed at London, for W. Jaggard, in the year 1599. 
It is generally agreed he dy'd about the year 1616, so 
that it appears plainly they were published by himself, 
being printed seyenteen years before his Death. I will 
say nothing of Venus and Adonis, nor of the Rape of 
Lucrece, they being universally allowed to be Shake- 
speare's, only that I have printed them from yery old 
Editions, which I procured, as the Reader will find by 
my keeping close to the spelling. The writings of Mr. 
Shakespeare are in so great Esteem, that several Gen- 
tlemen have subscribed to a late Edition of his Dramat- 
ick Works, in Six Volumes, which makes me hope that 
this little Book will not be unacceptable to the Publick 



VENVS AND ADONIS Imprinted at London for 

William Leake, dwelling in Paules Churchyard at 
the signe of the Greyhound. 1599. [ Recorded in 
the Illustrated London News for October 26, 1867. 

The great creature whose Joyous lot it was to do every 
week the column of *' Nothing in the Papers, " for the 
above-named periodical, — speaking of a discovery then 
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just made public, says; " It seems — I don't pretend 
to have known the fact — that there was but one known 
copy of the original edition of Shakespeare's Passionate 
Pilgrim. The work itself will, probably, not be con- 
sidered of any enormous yalue, and if one were writing 
of anybody else but Shakespeare, it might not be alto- 
gether unpardonable to say that if the whole affair had 
been lost, ** the tears were in an onion that should water 
that sorrow, '* for the compositions are neither particu- 
larly poetical nor particularly improving. But, be they 
what they may, there is interest in the antiquarian fact 
that, whereas there was only one copy of the original 
edition known, Mr. Edmonds has discovered a second." 

A fortnight after this, in the same illustrated paper, 
there was given a most interesting wood -engraving, be- 
ing a " Facsimile of the Titkpage of the newly -discovered 
edition of Shakespeare's VENUS and ADONIS. " 

To this interesting wood -engraving thtsre is appended 
a full, true, and particular Account of the discovery of 
this copy, — commencing thus : — 

•' The contributor to this Journal who finds Nothing 
in the Papers took notice, a fortnight since, of some- 
thing very interesting in the papers — namely, the dis- 
covery made by Mr. Charles Edmonds, of the house of 
Messrs. Henry Sotheran and Co., Strand, whilst exam- 
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ining the library of Sir Charles Isham, Bart., in the old 
mansion of Lamport, Northamptonshire. Mr. Edmonds 
had the honour to find, among other old books forgotten 
in a lumber-room, the only copy known to be extant of 
an edition of Shakespeare's Venus and Adonis, printed 
in 1599 — and bound up with the collection of Shake- 
speare's lyrical pieces called The Passionate Pilgrime; 
an edition the very existence of which had been previ- 
ously unsuspected. The yolume has been intrusted by 
Sir Charles Isham to the custody of Mr. Edmonds, who 
is permitted to show it, at 136, Strand, to persons in- 
terested in Shakespearean biography and literature. He 
has allowed us to engrave a facsimile of the titlepage, 
obtained by photography, and has furnished us with the 
following descriptive notes: — 

** The subject of the present notice is, both internally 
and externally, in the most charming condition, and the 
expressions of an eminent writer and excellent judge of 
old books, who has just seen it, are not too strong: — 
*' I have never seeu," says he, *' and never hope to see, 
a finer, purer, or fresher copy; it might have that mo- 
ment left, save for its dryness, the binder's hands, or 
Shakespeare himself might have folded it up for some 
dear friend." It is bound in the original wrapping vel- 
lum, with strings, aud without any outside lettering; and 
from its small size, for it measures only 5 in. by 3^ in., 
could easily be overlooked or lost. At the end are 

bound two other rare tracts — namely, Epigrammes and 
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Elegies, by I. D. and C. M. ( i. e.. Sir John Dayies and 
Christopher Marlow ); and Gertaine of Ovid's Elegies, by 
C. Marlow : both purport to have been printed at Mid- 
dleborough, in Holland, though really in London, with- 
out date, but probably in or about 1599. 

*' The edition of Venus and Adonis I have had the 
good fortune to discover was printed for William Leake 
in 1599. In all bibliographical lists hitherto published, 
an edition of 1600, " printed by I. H. for lohn Hari- 
son,** is noticed as being in the Bodleian Library. This 
copy, however, has only a manuscript titlepage, and it 
was pointed out by Mr. Halliwell ( ' Folio Shakespeare,* 
vol. zvi., p. 245 ) that no edition bearing the date of 
1600 with such an imprint could have existed, Hanson 
having parted with the copyright to Leake four years 
previously. It may naturally be conjectured that the 
Bodleian copy may be the edition of 1599; but, on ex- 
amining the collation given in the *' Cambridge Shake- 
speare, *' I find that it is not. This copy of the edition 
of 1599, the existence of which I have the pleasure of 
announcing to the piiblic, is therefore not only unique, 
but an impression hitherto unknown to all Shakespear- 
ean editors and critics ; and I will show this by quoting 
a few lines in which the differences between this and 
other editions are unmistakable : — *' 

— [ Here let the Bibliomaniac rest awhile from 
Bibliography, to refresh himself with 
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'*^l^afte0peare'0 i^ou0e/' 

fULLING down, and Building up, is all the Go, 
And the Scene changes like a Raree Show ! 
Yet, is it not Disgraceful to the Nation, 
That Shakespeare's HOUSE, is doomed to Mutilation? 
The House in which that great man first drew breath ! 
A spot renowned before ! — and after. Death ! ! — 
Where Pilgrims from Every Land have come. 
To see his BIRTH-PLACE, Nature's Learned Home. 
Where first shone forth a Pale, an Infant Light ! 
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A Spreading Brilliancy which still Bums Bright ! 
Oh! Who, shall have the Writings on the Walls? 
Oh! Who, can SAVE the HOUSE that's Doomed 

to Fall? 
True Genius, of which we Vainly Boast, 
By our rulers, seem neglected most! 
^- [ Alas ! to think that coming Time shall tell, ] 
How we took the Eebnel, and threw by the Shell. 

Profanation, — Degredation, — Oh ! England, thou 
art a tardy Nation ! 

ilME-HALLOWED SPOT, could we call back 

those Days, 
When Shakespeare here, in thoughtless Boy- 
hood plays ! 
Before his Plays had graced the Mimic Scene, — 
Since which, Three Hundred Years have been ! 
Food for Reflection, — here the Thinking Mind, — 
•* And good in everything, " — we ought to find 1 1 1 
From out the walls, in Fancy, we might trace, 
Macbeth, Hamlet, and King Richabd's face; 
And all the Clouds that on this House have lowered, 
Looks Frowningly, — as 'twere upon a Coward, — 
Who thus stands meekly by this Sacred Wood, 
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Nor helps to save it for its Country's Good. 
But let it go, our SHAKESPEARE needs no Fame, 
•Tis but a House! a House! " What's in a Namef" 
Let it be Sold ! or, in the SEA be Tossed ! ! — 
His Loved and MIGHTY Labours ne*er will be LOST. 

Altercation, — Dilapidation, — Time steps in, and 
cheats the Nation ! 

I BEAT Premier, — Oh, King John — grant this 

our Charter, 
Why — in this Land, should GENIUS be a 

Martyr? 
The ** Tempest's*' rising, if we fail we fall. 
And Time may tell you a sad " Winter's Tale I •* 
Come *' As You Like It,*' make this house a Treasure, 
Do not divide it, — ** Measure for Measure.** 
Methinks, in sadness, I can see the Moor, 
Othello, looking blacker than before. 
Therefore, good John, we look to you. 
To put this House in order, and to Tame the Shrew. 
The very Age and Body of the Time {reflecting mirrors ) 
Proclaims this Sale, A COMEDY OF ERRORS ! ! ! 
While England wastes her thousands, *tis not soothing, 
To say this is, — " Much ado about Nothing; *' — 
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For to the wise and thoughtful, this would seem, 
A Summer Cloud, or *' Midsummer Night's Dream! '* 

Moderation, — Preservation, — Is all we*er asking 
of the Nation ! 

|OBINS, at knocking Houses down so fond, — 
Exclaims, with Shakespeare's Jew, — " 1*11 

have my Bond." 
Put down our Hammer, — Mr. Robins, — stop ! 
You take my house, when you do touch the prop: 
Hard -Hearted man, such Antique Relics ridding. 
With hammer soon to fall, and looks for- Bidding ! 
Shakespeare^ by you, has been Puffed up and Praised; 
To sell his House, you have a Story raised ! 
And is it truey this House is coming down — 
To be put on Wheels, and dragged about the Town ? 
Can such Things be, — can it be So ! — 
What, make this Classic Pile^ a Travelling Show ? 
•* 'Tis True, 'tis Pity," — Chaps from Yankee land, 
Are coming over with the cash in hand. 
Blow Winds, crack Cheeks, their paltry Lucre spurn ! 
«* To what base uses may we not return . " 

Speculation, — British Nation, — Oh ! SAVE the 
House from Exportation ! 
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IJIME WAS, and it seems bat *tother Daj, 
When we could see, a real Shakespearian 

Play! 

With Miss 0*Neil, Siddons, or the great John Eemble, 
Could laugh at Munden, or, at old Eean tremble ! 
Macready does Shakespeare now, with Kean, son Char- 
ley, 
And Drury Lane, holds Legitimate with Harley. 
Shakespeare, inside, has long been quite neglected, 
His Statue, outside, looks Forlorn, Dejected; 
For Great folks now, run after Greas, or All-bony, 
Tamburini, Jenny Lind, or Taglioni; 
Which John Bull's dire indignation rouses. 
Till he exclaims, ** a Plague on both your Houses ! ** 
Portia, — Miranda, — Juliet, — for him plead, 
Preserve this House, thy Potent Spell we need. 
My Song is done, and you I pardon crave, 
« All's Well that Ends Well," if this House we Save! 

Determination, — Stimulation, — and Shakespeare's 
HOUSE, — an HONOUR, to the Nation ! 



E. M. HODGES, Printer, ( from PITT'S,) Whole- 
sale Toy and Marble Warehouse, 31, Dudley 
Street, Seven Dials. 
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^FTER the exquisite refreshment received by 
a perusal of this Poetical Tribute to the 
Birth -Place, and to the Memory of our 
Immortal Shakespeare, we must return 
to the further consideration of the Isham copy of the 
** Venus and Adonis." First, however, it should be 
stated that in Mrs. Hodges* remarkable Broadside, one 
line of poetry was not only forgotten by the compositor 
of that lady's establishment, but, likewise, its restora- 
tion was omitted by that lady's press corrector. It 
was the custom of the once -celebrated drawing master, 
the late Mr. Henry Sass, when displaying and explain- 
ing his collection of Casts from the " Antique, " to the 
fond and foolish parents who came to negociate placing 
their sons under his tuition, to say, — being arrived in 
front of a certain fragment of sculpture, — " this is the 
celebrated Torso which Michael A?igelo could NOT restore.** 
We much lament our inability to restore the line which 
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was in the' Hodges Manuscript, but for the sake of the 
rhyme -jingle we tare, ^' all out of our own head/' put 
in a line, — in italic ^ — to mark the place where the 
omission occurs in the original broadside. 

{)ftilC0pCfttC) wherever he was pleased to 
^* warble his native wood-notes wild " was 
still, I'faith, our ^* Sweetest Shakespeare, 
Fancy's Child. " In short, the mildest 
that can be said is, — Shakespeare was a 
decidedly ** Great Creature." The point now remaining 
to be noticed is that Mr. Edmonds proceeds to show, in 
five examples, some of the differences, existing between 
the Isham copy of '' Venus and Adonis," and the other 
early editions. Of these examples, here is the third: — 

'* Line 899. Bids. [ In the early editions it stands 
hidsy but in subsequent ones urUl's, This is a re- 
markable difference of reading. Bids^ the original 
expression, after being used in six different impress- 
ions ( including that of 1599 ) is altered in one of 
the two editions of 1602 ( British Mnseom copy ) 
to iffUVs, which form is continued in other editions. 
In my opinion, wilVs is a correction advisedly made 
by the author. Which of the two editions of 1602 
is the prior impression is doubtful. The Cambridge 
editors say that '* the Bodleian copy is very inferior 
to the Museum copy in typography, in the quality 
of the paper, and in accuracy. " 

In the remaining two examples Mr. Edmonds calls at- 
tention to differences which in the one case, as he ex - 
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presses it, — '' confirms my suspicion that most of the 
corrections in the edition of 1599 are* from the hand of 
Shakespeare himself,'* — and which, in the other case, 
he takes as '' another proof of the deliberate corrections 
in this impression.*' 

Of course, every true Bibliomaniac will understand in 
an instant, the extacy of delight which must have been 
felt to follow the discovery of this choice copy of Venus 
and Adonis. But in the additional discovery made by 
our present discoverer of Venus and Adonis corrections 
made by Shakespeare himself; and in the astounding 
Discovery made by ye cunnyng Printer of this " Venus 
and Adonis Booke ** that Shakespeare was, himself, the 
re-writer of the renowned Ballad of Chevy Chase, the 
ever -sensation -seeking World is furnished with two all- 
important discoveries before which the discovery of the 
celebrated ** Perkins Folio," and the discovery of the 
famous '' Grimaldi Shakespeare *' must, for ever, — 
** pale their ineffectual fires !!! '* 

In conclusion, Mr. Edmonds proceeds to note several 
points; — " The copy of the Passionate Pilgrime, bound 
up in the same volume as the Venus and Adonis, exactly 
corresponds with that in the Capell Collection, in Trin- 
ity College, Cambridge, so long considered unique, .... 

The Capell copy, moreover, bears painful 

evidence of having passed through the very dirty hands 
of thousands of admiring readers ; the Isham copy, — 



Digitized by 



Google 



Vbnvs and Adonis Biblioobapht. XVll 

[ Passionate Pilgrim ] — on the contrary, like the Venus 

and Adonis is so pure and spotless as to 

show that it has been scarcely opened, much less read, 

since the day of publication." "It 

seems to me extremely probable, judging from the cir- 
cumstance of only two copies of the Passionate Pilgrime 
of 1599, and only the present one of Venus and Adonis 
of the same date having come down to us, and from the 
fact of the publication of the latter being nowhere re- 
corded, that the whole impression of Venus and Adonis 
was seized by the " Arm Ecclesiastical ** before it was 
issued, and that the present sole existing copy was pre- 
serred by some extraordinary accident which cannot be 
accounted for. " It would appear from a reference our 
discoverer makes to the *« History of English Poetry," 
that in 1599, rather strong measures were taken with 
regard to certain satires, epigrams, and plays. 

422 SHAKESPEARE (W.) VENUS AND ADONIS, 
wood -cut on the title-page 

BEAUTIFUL COPY OP THIS PRECIOUS LITTLE VOLUME, 

quite complete^ with the blank leaf at the end, blue 
morocco extra, the sides and back neatly tooled and 
gilt, g. e. by Bedford 
16 nu?. Printed by I. H. and are to be sold by 

Francis Covles, 1636. 

*^* Op this EDITION ONLY ONE OTHER PERFECT COPY IS 
KNOWN, WHICH IS NOW IN THE BRITISH MUSBUM. 
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1453 SHAKESPEARE (W.). Venus and Adonis, 

SECOND EDITION, red morocco extra, with exquisite 

gold borders of the richest tooling 

4 to. London y Imprinted by Richard Field, 
and are to be sold at the signe of the white 
Greyhound in Paules Church-yard, 1594. 

*^* This is a taller copy than Jolly's, a poor one, bought 
by Mr. Grenville for £106 at these rooms in 1844. 
The Bodleian copy is a wretched one, perfect as to 
leaves, but with several slight defects. The present 
cannot be called a fine copy, yet still it may be con- 
sidered THE FINEST KNOWN. We are not aware that 
more than three copies exist. 

1454 Shakespeare ( W.). Venus and Adonis of 1594, a 

single leaf from the rare edition 

sm. 4 to a. Fieldy 1594. 

1455 SHAKESPEARE (W.). VENVS AND ADONIS, 

in half morocco, preserved in russia case 
sm. 8 vo. Imprinted at London, by R. F. for 
lohn Harison, 1596. 

*^* " This most precious volume is from the Libraries 
of the late Sir W. Holland, and B. H. Bright, Esq. 
— At Sir W. BoUand's sale it was bought by Mr. 
Bright for £91. At Mr. Bright 's sale, on the 7 th 
April, 1845, I became the purchaser for the sum 
of £ 91. 10.*' — MS. note by Mr. Daniel. 

A beautiful copy. The only other copy known, 
that in the Bodleian, is, on the whole, a fine one, 
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YsiTYS AND Adonis Biblioobapht. XIX 

bat some of the head-lines are cut into. This one, 
therefore, is by far the more desirable of the two. 

VERYTHING comes to an end in time; — 
hence this piece of Yenvs and Adonis 
BiBLiOGRAPHT is now drawing to a close. 
The four *' lots " just displayed have each 
their history !!! The first given, formed 
LOT 422, in the Reverend Thomas Corser's marvellous 
Library, Sixth Portion: — sold in February, 1871. In 
the '* Athenseum '* for the twenty -fifth of that month, 

it stands stated; '' The greatest rarity in the sale 

was the original edition of the Sonnets, 1609, which, al- 
though the title-page and leaf of dedication were in fac- 
simile, reached 45/., Next in interest were the Venus 
and Adonis, which reached 55/., being one of the only 
two perfect copies known, ( the other is in the British 
Museum ), and the Poems of 1650, duodecimo, quite 
perfect, 41/. " 

Numbers 1453 — 1454 — and — 1455, are the lots 
so indicated in the catalogue of the sixth day's sale — 
[ July 26, 1864 ] of the remib^kable Library of George 
Daniel. A writer in the " Illustrated London News, " 
alluding, at the time, to this sale, remarks: — 

*^ Private collectors bid against the British Museum, 
and America contested with Great Britain for the pos- 
session of the chief prize. This prize was the finest 
copy of the first folio of Shakespeare's works ( 1623 ) 
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XX Venvs and Adonis Biblioobapht. 

extant, broad in the margin, tall, crisp, clean, and in 
good preservation. Two leaves had, however, been made 
up. The history of the book was known, and Mr. Daniel 
used to tell a good book-hunter*s story of the extrava- 
gant delight he experienced when he first received it — 
a precious pledge — from the bookseller Pickering. The 
bidding for this volume was the great contest of the day. 
Small and weak buyers and lovers looked on with an 
eager hopelessness, and occasionally gave tongue, like 
young hounds when the old ones are doing the work, 
in a tone expressive of delighted surprise. The true 
bidders girded up their loins and '* went in " calmly, 
but with determination. Commencing at £ 300 — a 
pretty fair price for a folio even of 1623 — the bidding 
gradually rose, America bidding freely up to a very large 
sum, and two of our richest commoners being neck and 
neck with each other for a long time, until it reached 
the very large sum of £ 716, at which price it was 
secured by Mr. Badclyffe for Miss Burdett Coutts. Up- 
on this becoming known the book-lovers rejoiced warm- 
ly that the treasure would not leave the country." 



An illustrious Lady having purchased this, the finest 
copy of the ** first folio " existing, it now remains to 
notice that the Portrait of this illustrious Lady's royal 
mistress. Queen Victoria, — heading this little Biblio- 
graphical attempt, — is a fac- simile of a woodcut from 
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one of Her Majesty's Coronation ballads. In addition 
to this, it should be stated that the Broadside Ballad 
entitled " Shakespeare's House y '* is an exceedingly poor 
specimen of Mrs. Hodges* almost universally ivretched 
press-work; — executed with old and battered type. 

Nevertheless, it is our opinion that Mrs. Hodges de- 
serves from us immortal fame — " let Fame sound heb 
Trumpet " — for putting forth this noble and, in many 
respects, ingenious Ballad. For this national service 
Mrs. Hodges might well be forgiven that little departure 
from the pathway of Virtue which caused her to print, 
amongst other lively ballads, that naughtily-picturesque 
and singularly artistic imagination called, — " Privatb 
Land to Let." We have been credibly informed that 
Mrs. Hodges ended her earthly days in the workhouse, 
wither an affection for strong waters helped, it is sug- 
gested, to carry her. Peace to her Manes ! She was, 
according to the commercial Christianity of these days, 
a Repentant Sinner; for she confessed to Balladosaulos 
that she sat up one whole night burning off her entire 
stock of ballads of the — " Private Land to Let " 
character; being moved thereunto by a laudable ** Fear 
of the consequences.*' What more could be desired ??? 
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